
Clearlake Oaks County Water District 
SEWER CLEANOUT REQUIREMENTS 

CLEARLAKE OAKS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT ORDINANCE NO. 31 

 

EXCAVATION AND TRENCHING 

GENERAL:  The contractor shall perform all excavation of every description and of whatever 

substances encountered, to depths indicated on the drawings or otherwise specified.  During 

excavation, materials suitable for back filling shall be placed in an orderly manner a sufficient 

distance from the banks of the trench to avoid overloading and to prevent slides or cave-ins.  All 

excavated materials not required or unsuitable for back-fill shall be removed.  Such grading shall 

be done as may be necessary to prevent surface water from flowing into trenches or other 

excavation, and any water accumulating therein shall be removed by pumping or by other 

approved methods.  Such shedding and shoring shall be done as may be necessary for the 

protection of the work and for the safety of personnel.  Prior to the commencement of trench 

excavations exceeding five feet in depth, the contractor shall submit a trench safety plan 

describing shoring or other methods planned to meet OSHA requirements. 

PIPE MATERIALS:  All main line sewers and all lateral sewers from the main line to the lot or 

easement line, which are installed within public right of way, or District easements, shall be 

constructed of poly vinyl chloride sewer pipe conforming to ASTM Designation D3034.  The pipe 

shall be type PSM with a standard dimension diameter of 4 inches.  The minimum pipe stiffness 

shall be 46 psi.  The pipe shall have an integrated bell gasket joint with the rubber ring factory 

installed.  No solvent cement joints will be allowed.  Pipe fittings used shall be only those made 

specifically for use with the above pipe type, with the rubber ring factory installed. 

MINIMUM DEPTH:  The minimum depth of cover over main sewer lines and sewer lateral within 

easements or travelled right of ways shall be 30 inches for sewer mains, 24 inches for sewer 

laterals. 

CLEAN-OUTS:  Clean outs shall be brought to finish grade in a smooth turn having the same 

internal diameter as the sewer which they serve.  Cast iron frames and covers having clear 

openings at least equal to the internal pipe diameter shall be independently supported over the 

clean-out opening, in accordance with the standard detail. 

INSPECTION AND TESTING:  The trenches or excavation shall not be back-filled without prior 

inspection.  Such inspection does not relieve contractor from compliance with the leakage test, 

which shall be conducted after final assembly of main sewer, laterals, man-holes. 

DEFECTIVE WORK:  Any defective materials or workmanship which shall become evident within 

one year after the District assumes responsibility for the completed work shall be replaced or 

repaired without cost to the District.  Refusal of the contractor to correct defective work which 

is clearly his responsibility will be considered just cause for excluding him from performing 

future work to be connected to the District’s system.  Such exclusion does not impair the 

Districts right to bring legal action to correct the deficiencies.  


